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The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum’s Conservation Science Man-
ager, Dr. Kim Franklin, and a team of dedicated volunteers have been 
studying native bees for several years. We hope to better understand 
the abundance, diversity, and seasonal activity our of bees in addition 
to helping our community appreciate the remarkable biodiversity of 
the Sonoran Desert. To further this work, we have partnered with 
Dr. Wendy Moore, Associate Professor, Department of Entomol-
ogy, University of Arizona and Jennifer Katcher, Biology Instructor, 
Pima Community College to create the Tucson Bee Collaborative 
(tucsonbeecollaborative.org).  
  
Through this Collaborative we are documenting the exceptional bee 
diversity of the Sonoran Desert. We want to understand who these 
bees are and how best to conserve them. The Museum has a group 
of expert volunteers who collect and curate the bees. We collect bees 
from several locations around Tucson, including the Museum itself. 
Other sites include Las Milpitas de Cottonwood Community Farm 

(Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona), a location near Agua 
Caliente Park, and a location near Saguaro National Park West. 
 
To promote wonder and appreciation of the natural world, the 
Tucson Bee Collaborative is involving high school, college, and 
university students in this research. All bees are identified to genus 
by Museum volunteers, and many are further identified to species by 
DNA barcoding.  Students from the University of Arizona and Pima 
Community College are extracting DNA from bees and comparing 
the DNA sequences of a specific gene in the bees to a world-wide 
database of that gene to determine their identity. With support from 
the Agnese Nelms Haury Program in Environment and Social Jus-
tice, soon students from Sunnyside and Flowing Wells High Schools 
will also be barcoding bees! These students are involved in authentic 
and important research and are learning to use the tools of molecular 
biology that can advance their education and careers.

Discoverydesert museum

...Here’s why - they are often better pollinators than honey bees, they pollinate a much larger percentage 
of our food crops than we previously thought, and they work for free! And the Tucson area has one of the 
most diverse populations of native bees in the world, with more than 700 species!

Why should we care 
about native bees? The 
honey bee has dominated 
the pollinator spotlight for 
a long time, but now native 
bees are getting their fair 
share of the buzz.

What’s the 
Buzz at the 
Desert Museum?
by Cheryl Blake PhD., Bee Team Volunteer
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How can you help our native bees? You can help native bees by plant-
ing native plants or by providing habitat. Many bees nest underground, so 
provide them with an area free of gravel so they can access the soil.  Build or 
buy a bee home – there are many places to purchase a bee hotel and free plans 
for building your own on the internet.  Avoid using pesticides that can harm 
bees.  Start a community bee-friendly garden in your local park or school. 
The bees will love you for it!

In March, staff quickly morphed their living spaces from 
work-free sanctuary to office and production studio. With 
critical support from departments such as marketing, 
graphics, and IT, our team of teachers (myself included) 
was able to transfer programming to a virtual platform in 
just two action-packed weeks! 

LIKE A PADDLING DUCK
Our education team is like a duck paddling vigorously below 
water to appear as though it is easily floating atop. Tireless 
work off-camera resulted in a stream of seemingly effort-
less programs. Paddling through March, April, and May, 
we developed and delivered more than 50 free online pro-
grams, reaching thousands of households around the world 
through Zoom and thousands more through Facebook Live. 
With themes like Backyard Biodiversity and Dibujando la 
Vida del Desierto, we served schoolkids, families, and adults. 
Zookeepers and guest educators were featured not only from 
the Desert Museum, but also our local Reid Park Zoo and Ak-
ron Zoo in Ohio. We then launched paid youth programs, and 
even held adult programs and workshops such as Cholla Bud 
Harvesting, How to Cook Nopalitos, and Sips with Scientists. 

CHANGE IS CONSTANT AND SO IS TEAMWORK!
By mid May, our education team grew accustomed to that 
#workfromhome life. So, naturally, cue more change! In an-
ticipation of our first ever virtual summer camp, Backyard 
Explorer’s, we gradually, and safely, resumed working on 

grounds with our beloved animal ambassadors and intro-
duced them to our 2020-style of teaching. With live animals 
like skunks and owls back in the mix, all future e-programs are 
sure to be a hoot!

...continued from front cover

Change is constant...
...how our education department quickly adapted!

METAMORPHOSIS
For decades the Museum has been delivering expert in-person programming to thousands 
of youth and adults annually. However, the rapid escalation of world events gave the 
Museum a new challenge that so many can relate to: virtual teaching! 

Our Museum education family, like families everywhere, 
faced abrupt unexpected challenges and had to work 
together to meet them. Having a team so dedicated 

to conveying the Museum’s mission of harmony and 
love — no matter the circumstance — is a testament to 

the inspiration we draw from the extraordinary Sonoran 
Desert community to which we belong.

by Michelle Constanza Miner, M.S., Education Specialist

Sign up for free virtual programs, book 
exclusive programs for your group, or even 

invite an animal to your next Zoom! 
www.desertmuseum.org/desertonline
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Wild boars in Haifa, Israel, mountain lions in Santiago, Chile, and 
mountain goats in Llandudno, Wales have become internet stars. 
As a Sonoran Desert resident, you may have reacted to these 
reports with a yawn – we are lucky to live in a place where wildlife 
sightings in and around our cities regularly enrich our lives. Re-
cently, in an amusing role-reversal from the way we usually view 
bighorn sheep in their enclosure at the Desert Museum, some 
Tucson neighbors posted a video of bighorns curiously peering 
into their “enclosure” through glass patio doors. As intriguing as 
these encounters may be, it is safer for both animals and humans 
if animals are not drawn to urban and suburban areas. Science 
can help us design infrastructure that supports biodiversity, while 
minimizing the need for wildlife to enter our “enclosures”. We want 
to give a shout out to the many people and organizations that are 
helping to preserve the biodiversity in our region while keeping 
people safe as well.

One of the most impactful improvements we can make to our 
human landscape is to build wildlife over- or underpasses across 
major roads. These help reconnect important fragments of wilder 
habitat, help funnel animal movements away from neighborhoods, 
and help reduce car-animal collisions. The Arizona Game and Fish 
Department just released data from 4 years of monitoring the 
Oracle Road over- and underpasses and recorded over 10,000 
wildlife crossings by 26 different species (11 species of the 26 used 
the overpass while 25 of 26 used the underpass). More animals 
have been finding and using these each year, with numbers in-
creasing annually. The Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection 
and their partners are monitoring wildlife cameras along I-10 east 
of Tucson in order to help develop plans for future wildlife over- 
and/or underpasses in the Rincon-Santa Rita-Whetstone wildlife 
corridor. So far, they have seen 11 different mammal species and 
turkeys. New cameras have been installed along the proposed I-11 
route west of Tucson to help get a better understanding of the 
impacts of the proposed new highway on wildlife as well.

Sky Island Alliance just launched a new study to document wildlife 
use of 35 miles of the border region slated for construction of 
a new wall. The new wall would stop the natural movements of 
many animals, including jaguars, wolves and ocelots (which are 
currently subjects of binational reintroduction efforts), prong-
horn, black bear, pygmy owls and box turtles. An array of over 50 
wildlife cameras in the Patagonia Mountains, San Rafael Valley 
and Huachuca Mountains in Southern Arizona and Northern So-
nora will capture photos and video, generating tens of thousands 
of images weekly. In just the first few months, the cameras have 
captured images of 33 species using this area, including mountain 

lions, white-nosed coati, ringtail, 
bobcat, gray fox, javelina, kan-
garoo rat, jackrabbit, white-tailed 
and mule deer, Montezuma quail, 
American kestrel, Northern harrier, 
Mexican jay and red-tailed hawk, 
demonstrating the incredible 
biodiversity of this region. This 
research can and should inform 
the design of any future border 
infrastructure.

The Desert Museum’s conserva-
tion efforts currently focus on pro-
tecting the natural habitats of many 
of these charismatic wildlife species. 
Our buffelgrass research and miti-
gation programs aim to prevent 
the conversion of our saguaro 
forests to grasslands, and prevent 
fire, like the recent Bighorn Fire, 
from spreading into communities at 
lower elevations. We are also study-
ing our native bees, lynchpin pollinators 
that help maintain the healthy diversity 
of wild ecosystems. All of these con-
servation activities help keep the 
animals we love to see as they 
should be: wild and safe.

by Michelle Constanza Miner, M.S., Education Specialist

You’ve probably seen the photos and videos of wild animals ventur-
ing further into human habitat during the time that humans were 
under various degrees of “lock down” due to coronavirus.

wilder west
An even

by Debra Colodner, Director of Conservation Education & Science

wildlife 
crossings
work!
...they help reconnect 
important fragments of 
wilder habitat, help fun-
nel animal movements 
away from neighbor-
hoods, and help reduce 
car-animal collisions.
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Many people do not realize that the Desert Museum does not re-
ceive regular annual state, federal, or tax subsidies to operate. The 
majority of operational support for the Museum comes directly 
from visitor admissions, memberships, other earned income, and 
donations. However, with millions in losses resulting from COV-
ID19, this is a critical time to generate philanthropic support, so 
the Museum is able come out stronger on the other side! With the 
help of generous donations, the Desert Museum will continue our 
important work.

Recognizing the Desert Museum’s urgent need during this unprec-
edented time, the P&M Baldwin Foundation stepped up immedi-
ately to make a leadership gift of $500,000 in support of the Desert 
Museum. “The need for us to make this substantial donation is now, 
and we hope it will point the way for others,” says the Foundation 
Secretary. The P&M Baldwin Foundation was created to support 
the Desert Museum and Desert Museum Art Institute. The Foun-
dation’s priority focus is conservation through art education. Their 
significantly generous leadership gift has inspired more supporters to 

“join them” and take action with another six-figure gift, and another 
incredible story:

Is there really “love at first sight”?  That’s an easy one:  the answer is 
“YES!”  And this includes not only love between people, but also love 
of places.  The two of us first arrived in Tucson at different times and 
from different directions, but we both were hopelessly smitten by the 
Sonoran Desert. What did the Baja Arizona-Sonora Region give us?  
Its compelling beauty in all its moods—from dramatic monsoons 
to cleansing heat to chromatic sunsets to winter snows—and in all 
of its manifestations, from sky island mountain ranges to forests of 
saguaros to creosote flats to the Sea of Cortez.  Immersion in its 

fascinating natural history of plants and animals with unique adapta-
tions and interactions that taught us to observe and led us to mature 
as scientists.  The diversity and aliveness of its cultures and peoples. 

The Desert Museum graciously hosted some of our first forays 
into scientific research and teaching, and its beautiful displays and 
grounds fast-tracked our understanding of local ecology.

How have we been giving back?  So far, mostly by volunteering.  As 
adjunct professors at UA we’ve helped to advise students; we vol-
unteer to pull invasive buffelgrass in Saguaro National Park; we’ve 
helped the League of Women Voters to register and educate voters; 
we’ve joined their Science and Conservation Council, which advises 
the Museum’s Staff and Trustees, and Mary is serving her first term 
as a Museum Trustee.

But now, with the COVID-19 crisis upon us, it is time to do more.  
The Desert Museum is an icon of our city and region, and is criti-
cally important to our community.  Having to close its gates to visi-
tors during peak season was devastating.  The need is great, and so 
we have fast-forwarded our 
planned giving to make a 
major financial pledge to 
assist them now. We hope 
that you will be inspired by 
the story of our love affair 
with Tucson to join us in 
supporting our unique and 
wonderful Arizona-Sonora 
Desert Museum!

With COVID-19 causing nonprofits across the nation to struggle, the Desert 
Museum is not immune. Throughout the COVID-19 closure and gradual 
reopening, the Desert Museum’s education, research, conservation, and 
living collection needs remain intact. The plants and animals need care, staff 
need support, and programs must continue, to get back on our feet! 

DONORS
the lifeblood of the Desert Museum

The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 
is so fortunate to have supporters like 
these who have pledged to sustain the 
organization’s ongoing work. Thanks 
to them, and supporters like you, every 
bit helps. We are all in this together. 
You can learn more here: 
www.desertmuseum.org/donate.

Anonymous
Anonymous
Estate of Louis E. 
   and Mary Allen
P&M Baldwin Foundation
Lynn and Sharon Ericksen
Don Hammonds
Gerry and Phyllis Hoeft
Randy E. Holben

AN EXTRA SHOUT OUT and THANK YOU 
TO OUR MAJOR DONORS! 2/1/2020- 5/31/2020

Maggie H. Jones 
   and David L. Linton
Sarah and David 
   Smallhouse
Joshua and Katie Snider
Joyce Tesarek and 
   Norman Petrik
UCW Local 99R

Mary V. Price and 
   Nick Waser
Peter M. Waser and 
   Mary Sue Waser
Estate of 
   Erika Williams 
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donor recognition
In memory of my mother Shirley A. Z.
Faith Althouse

In memory of Deborah Kay Addison
Ms. Tammi S. Brown
Reanna V. Cruz
Alan Farmer
Alan Farmer
Ms. Melody Holley and Ms. Jessica Young
Barb Kauz
Dianne Reeder
Hal Trager
Michael Vanderklok
Linda and Ted Vasquez

In memory of Stephen Apthorp
Anonymous

In memory of Theo Badenhuizen
Peter and Kathleen Badenhuizen

In memory of Patricia O. Barry
Carol M. Cochran
Sara and Victor Hammer

In memory of Velma Beard 
Elizabeth Beard

In memory of Peter Brabant
Elmyra Appel

In memory of Barbara Britt 
Gayle Poe

In memory of Dolores Brown 
John Nichols

In memory of Gerard Couture 
Marilyn and Bob Brown

In memory of Glenn Darr
Barbara Darr

In memory of Gloria DeLaughter
Donna Mobley

In memory of Geraldine E. Dennison
Mr. Arthur W. Dennison

In memory of Bill Dreeland
Mrs. Ann Dreeland

In memory of Betty Ferguson
Anonymous

In memory of Dr. and Mrs. GG Garrioch 
Ms. Jane E. Garrioch

In memory of Claude (Dutch) Nagle
Anonymous
Dee and Al Puff

In memory of Keith Friendshugh 
Irene Becker

In memory of Jamey K. Fruhwirth 
Evan Fruhwirth

In memory of our friend 
   Dr. Steven R. Galper 
Ms. Peggy Lawton

In memory of Michael Gedeiko
Ms. Terry Oremland and Ms. Emily Suski
Lorraine C. Becker and Gary R. Barnes
Ben Palazzo
Anonymous

In memory of Arlene Gazvoda 
Lisa Partin

In memory of Christopher Hale
Lydia and JIm Wallis

In memory of Sally Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. John Bunde
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Cook 
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Smallhouse

In memory of Muriel R. Holben
Carol M. Cochran
Randy E. Holben
Monday Docents
Jodie Currie
Linda Tumellie

In memory of Frances G. Holt 
Alison Holt

In memory of J. Rukin Jelks 
Anna M. Domitrovic

In memory of Jo Anne Jenkins
Dr. Jennifer L. Jenkins and 
   Dr. Homer B. Pettey

In memory of Michael Johnson 
Dr. and Mrs. John Hughes

In memory of Gayle Kastenbaum 
Hannah Kastenbaum

In memory of Samantha Zoe Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Klein

In memory of Kenneth Klosstra 
JoAn Stolley

In memory of Mike MacLean
Michael and Patricia MacLean

In memory of Marcille Lynn
Jan R. Bell

In memory of Brian Marrs
Ms. Kathy Marrs  

In memory of Jean McCarver
Janet and Ken Winters II

In memory of Eugene P. McCullagh 
Anonymous

In memory of Mr. & 
   Mrs. Patrick W. McLeod 
Patrick McLeod

In memory of Ronald L H. MD 
Mr. and Ms. Erik J. Larson

In memory of Lewis C. Miller 
Anna M. Domitrovic

In memory of John Mistler 
Mr. and Mrs. David Ogilvy
Julie Goddard
Mr. and Mrs. Izaro Urreiztieta
Richard Goddard
Richard Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Smallhouse

In memory of RJ & K. O’Hair 
Sheila O`Hair

In memory of Tim O’Neill
Margaret Baylin

In memory of Virginia Ottinger
Mr. and Mrs. Harold A Lauffenburger

In memory of Gordon Pairman 
Margaret Matter

In memory of Dick R. Palmer 
David and Robin M. Hauert

In memory of Mary-Lou Palmer 
Andy and Nancy Romero

In memory of Don Pardo 
Anonymous

In memory of Pat and Jerry Jones 
Jeanne Iwashita

In memory of Lela Pavlick
Mr. and Mrs. William Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Dekker
Kay and Ted Hanson
Linda Leibole
Anne McGee
Paula Newell

In memory of Patricia Pettis 
Bobbie and R.B. O’Rielly

In memory of Skip Rawl
Carol Casey

In memory of Marian Roth 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Schneider

In memory of Ann M. Sentman 
Mr. and Mrs. E.P. Smith

In memory of Donald Serensky 
Carol Spencer

In memory of Luke A. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Smith
Nancy Smith

In memory of Marie Tsaguris 
Patricia Finfrock

In memory of Frank & Patricia Turkot
Julie Kincaide 

In memory of Vernon Van Collie
Linda A. Van Collie

In memory of Peter Voevodsky
Betsy Bolding
Anonymous
Arch and Laura Brown
Nancy D. Cook
Leslie and David K. Gardner

 In honor of Tonda Gorton 
Gregg Gorton

In honor of Barbara Graves
Rubina Ali

In honor of Marilyn Gustin
Ms. Jennifer Treece

In honor of Tomas Harland
Susan Zuke

In honor of Katherine Henckler 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles G. Miller

In honor of Joseph & P. Hoxie 
Amy Skinn

In honor of Craig S. Ivanyi 
Robert Markley

In honor of Karen Judkins
Mr. Steven Wade  

In honor of Allan and Debby Kover
Steven J. Kover

In honor of Vivian Lee 
Scott Hoornaert

In honor of Lauren Malanga 
Anonymous

In honor of Marie McGhee 
Hannah Kastenbaum

In honor of John W. McGill 
Omar Hameed

In honor of Chriso F. Mellis 
Sondra Sharee

In honor of George Montgomery
Doris E. Manning

In honor of Richard Ostroski 
Ms. Lisa C. Hornung and Mr. Richard Ostroski

In honor of Barbara Page 
Mr. James R. Hensley and Mr. Don Snider

In honor of Susan Preimesberger
Anonymous

In honor of Clarence Riser
Barbara J. Riser

In honor of Peggy Sackheim 
Mr. Thomas R. Taylor and 
   Ms. Margo Sackheim

In honor of Barbara Sattler 
Mr. Ken Hegland & Ms. Barbara Sattler

In honor of Letitia Shields 
Walton Shields

In honor of Carole Sondergard
Scott Anderson

In honor of Gail Sorensen
Talia Bright

In honor of Laura Sundt Eberly 
Besy Mackey

In honor of Leigh Stevens 
Julie Robinson

In honor of Vernon Van Collie 
Vernon and Linda A. Van Collie

In honor of All Volunteers 
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley W. Smith

In honor of Steve Voss
Ms. Melissa Edwards and Mr. Jason Jones

In honor of Frederick Wackerle
Lori Phillips

In honor of WBG 
Anna L. Ross

In honor of Margaret Wilhour
Riley Hewitson
Randel and Pamela M. Ryan

In honor of The Wilson Family
Rosalie and Lee Wilson

In honor of Essential Workers 
Ms. Beatrice Muller and Mr. Tod Lauer

Thank you to the following donors for their gener-
ous support of the Desert Museum’s stewardship, 
interpretive, and conservation efforts.

Lynn and Michael S. Harris
Lisa Hughey 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold H. Kraus
Bettina and Daniel J. Lyons
Margaret Matter
Margaret Matter
Jennifer Miller-Grant
Richard ORielly
Deirdre Porter
Dorothy Sturges
Judy Tamsen
Deanna Townsend
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Townsend
Linda F. and William F. Wallace
Ms. Patricia H. Waterfall
Dr. and Mrs. John Wenaas

In memory of John A. Wagner 
Marletta L. Wagner

In memory of Suzanne Werbelow
Ann Gregory

In memory of Marah Jean Witzke 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Cools

In memory of Elizabeth T. Woodin 
Coburn Haskell

In memory of Lauray Yule 
Anna M. Domitrovic

In honor of Lester and Marie Ames
Ronnette and Jim Benke

In honor of Lila Lee Anspach
Michael Anspach

In honor of ASDM Staff & Volunteers
Elizabeth Beyrer  

In honor of Carmen Arrison
Mr. Andrew Kirby and 
   Ms. Julia Patterson

In honor of Catherine Bartlett 
Anne Stowers
Dr. Emily C. Truong and 
   Mr. Danh Truong

In honor of Harley Bear
Bruce Lustig

In honor of Joy Biedermann 
Penny Cramer

In honor of Jan Bourque 
Alan Gefvert

In honor of Jeanne S. Broome, 
   50th Wedding Anniversary 
Ms. Elizabeth A. Buchanan

In honor of Trudy Butler
Patricia Phillips

In honor of Jessie Class 
Anna Peckham

In honor of Sylvia Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Nestor Gonzales

In honor of Holly Crombie 
Holly and Ken Crombie

In honor of Leslie Daggy 
Joy Phoenix

In honor of Lila Lee A. Daughter 
Michael Anspach

In honor of Ilan Davidowitz 
Judith Bronstein

In honor of Gloria DeLaughter 
Sondra Lahrman

In honor of Friday Docents! 
Ms. Lyn S. Mason and Ms. Laura L. Dore

In honor of my Mom
Laura Dore

In honor of Frank Erpelding-Chacon 
Mary and Frank Erpelding-Chacon

In honor of Miriam Etchenique 
Ms. Mariana Silveira

In honor of Amy Fletcher 
Melissa Siegel

In honor of Sharon Foltz 
Jennifer Lohse

In honor of Judith Goodrode
Danielle ONeil

2/1/2020- 5/31/2020
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Transform your home into an art studio! 
From drawing to watercolor to Zentangle, your favorite 
Art Institute instructors are bringing you free virtual art 
demos. Whether you need inspiration for a new project 
or you’re a beginner celebrating your inner-artist, we 
are excited to spend time with you online.Visit our 
Facebook or webpage to see what’s coming and watch 
past videos! Learn more at www.DesertMuseumArts.com.

SPOTLIGHT
social media Hey Kids

(and adults too)!

Want to be featured in our next ‘Social Media Spotlight’?  Tag @desertmuseum and use #desertmuseum for a chance to be featured!

Are Are 
you you 
an art an art 
lover?lover?

We love seeing 
the Museum 

through your 
eyes and want 

to start sharing 
your posts! 
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social media
How many of these plants and animals can you find in your neighborhood? 

Circle them as you discover the desert around you.

summer 
scavengerHUNTHey Kids

(and adults too)!

Backyard Diversity!
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum

GAMBEl’S QUAIL CACTUS WREN MESQUITE TREE ROUND-TAILED 
Ground SQUIRREL

SAGUARO CACTUS

Black-tailed
Jackrabbit

Brittlebush Packrat Javelina Vermilion
Flycatcher

Barrel Cactus

Creosote Bush

FREE SPACE! Gila Woodpecker Coyote

Bobcat Palo Verde Tree Tarantula

White-lined
Sphinx Moth 

Western Diamond-
back rattlesnake

Giant Swallowtail 
Butterfly

Long-nosed snake Cicada Desert Spiny
Lizard

Couch’s Spadefoot
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The mission of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is to inspire people to live in harmony with 
the natural world by fostering love, appreciation, and understanding of the Sonoran Desert.

RECIPE

The Mexican name for the prickly pear plant is nopal. Thus comes the name nopali-
tos, describing the tender, edible pads of the nopal. Early summer and again during 
monsoons provide two opportunities for eating this abundant desert food. You will 
want to harvest from smooth-padded Opuntia ficus-indica, or Indian fig, which grows 
into tall plants, and is only found in the city; not from the spiny, native Opuntia 
engelmannii, which grows wild in the desert. Select bright green, smaller, recently-
grown pads. 

NOPALITOS COLORADOS
2 tbs oil
1 onion
3 cloves garlic
1 jalapeño
4 c sliced nopalitos
14 oz can crushed tomatoes
2 tsp cumin
2 tsp oregano
½ tsp rosemary
salt and pepper

With knife, remove glochids (bumps where the spines will, or have just emerged) 
from the pads. Slice pads like French fries, place in pot of boiling water, boil for ten 
minutes. Drain and set aside. Chop onion, garlic, and jalapeño. Sauté in oil in a large 
pot until onions start to turn translucent. Add spices. Stir frequently, allowing to 
cook for a few minutes. Add the nopalitos to the sauté mix. Stir for another minute, 
then add the crushed tomatoes. Simmer ten minutes longer, stirring to keep from 
burning bottom of pot. Serve with tortillas, chips and/or beans! 

Harvesting Prickly Pear Pads:  
Preparing Nopalitos

RECIPERECIPE
Opuntia ficus-indica are 
consumed widely as food. 
The fruits are widely 
commercialized in many 
parts of the world, eaten 
raw, and have one of the 
highest concentrations 
of vitamin C of any fruit.

Jams and jellies are 
produced from the fruit, 
which resemble straw-
berries or watermelon in 
color and flavor.

DID YOU KNOW?

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 
2021 N Kinney Rd., Tucson, AZ 85743-9719 
Phone (520) 883-2702 • Fax (520) 883-2500 

www.desertmuseum.org

The Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is a non-profit 
organization. No part of this newsletter may be used 

without permission. All rights reserved. ©2020

Photo credits: Glenn Seplak, Rhonda Spencer


