Path of Destruction!
Central Oklahoma - Tornado Alley’s Hot Spot

Jennifer Maxwell, Tucson Country Day School, Tucson, AZ Earth Camp for Educators 2013

Power of
Perspective

Path of
ko May
© Shalyn Phillips/Dick McGowan el L ¥ PN ek o i AR

Tornadoes are
categorized on the
Enhanced Fujita Scale
of Intensity and
ranked fromotos
based on their wind
speed and size. On
May 31, 2013, central
Oklahoma was hit by a
record 2.6 miles wide
EF5 tornado.
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Landsat image of Central Oklahoma - Vegetation before an EF5 tornado andsat image of Central Oklahoma - Vegetation removed in the path of an
April, 2003. Accessed via Google Earth Engine Trusted Tester Program

EF5 tornado - May 2003.

Comparison of the Preliminary May 20, 2013 % °m€§m§'w
Tornado Track with the May 3, 1999 and
May 8, 2003 Tornado Tracks
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Maximum EF Ratlng EF- 5
Maximum Path Width: 2.6 miles
Path Length: 16.2 miles

Warm moist air from the Gulf of
Credrt. Natlonal Weather Service, WFO Norman, OK

Mexico collides with cold Artic air
A P from the Colorado and Canadian
Most Tornadoes occur V% _' s / | Rockies. This wide temperature
DL'NE’ (2 et difference (20°- 80°F) over a very
during the month of ‘ _ ”{ b ','| e [ short distance is the perfect
V12 oS MOAR combination for large, powerful,
devastating tornadoes.

This exhibit is based upon work supported by NASA under award #NNX10AK14G.
Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this

material are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
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