Second, the Sonorar

‘j?’? Desert Region has

many different
habitats for a variety
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Even though these animals

Last, many tropical species reach aré more common in
the southern edge of the Sonoran warmer, welter areas, they
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Mountains. Here they mix with egon.
temperate species from the north.
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The Sonoran Desert
is unique. It is more
diverse than most
deserts on the
planet and has

speci es

you
\r? find anywhere else.

J 1ltéds a wide,
\ desert out there, so
P :
/ get outside,
o explore, and learn
/
¢ more!

The Amazing

Sonoran Desert

NS

A Mini Graphic Novel

By Veronica Murrell and the Conservation
Education and Science Department of the

ARIZONA ¥

DESERTE

SONORA

\MUSEUM



Rain clouds form from
ocean water in the Pacific
Ocean and Gulf of
__— California. -
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move over
A land and up
3¢ mountains,
~ they let out the
water as rain.
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The mountains act |

A

like awalland / ﬂ :"/’;. 4 LA e
squeeze out all of é (ki
W wat eir e~ M 4 s - ¢

the clou 7w eyr
before it can l%" fff 1 _,;Tfi‘w*'; y
reach the desert. L *"47%)/ Mﬁ- ]

Biodiversity is the variety of life
in an area, and the Sonoran
2+ Desert Region has a lof
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Despite the dry
climate, this deser
is very biodiverse.
But what is
biodiversity?

The other part of the answer
has to do with how water

moves around the globe, but

that is another story.
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It isnodt
that so many
different plants
and animals live
here, though.
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There are three habitat variety V" Ak
. ’ 7 b
main reasons why e Bt
this desert is so bio- = “':f’
diverse 3 rainfall, ‘

A 4
1 and a mix of
species from the
north and south.

| It has two
v\ zz-fainy seasond
VA one in the
summer...
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The Sonoran Desert ...and one in %
the winter.

gets more rain than
other deserts.

All together the
Sonoran Desert
gets about 12
inches of rain a

+ ) year, which

and green palo verde
trees offer shade, you
know you are in the

When brittlebush
rises from the

cacti stand tall,

rocky soil,
Sonoran Desert.
CA AZ
UNITED STATES
BC
SON
BCS MEXICO

The Sonoran Desert is hot and dry,

SONORAN DESERT| SO most plants and animals here

“makes it much
. easier for animal
and plants to
thrive here.
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Desert
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have adaptations that allow them
to thrive without much water.

But why is the desert so ;0
dry? Part of the answer isr
because of the rain
shadow effect
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